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MESOAMERICA 
 

Though ecologically diverse, Mesoamerica is the 
geographical area where several ancient cultures were 
united by shared religious beliefs, art, architecture, 
science, and technology that made them unique in the 
Americas for three thousand years; from about 1500     
BCE to CE 1519, the time of European contact. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Mesoamerican Culture Area is one of our planet’s 
six cradles of early civilization. Many aspects of the 
ancient cultures of Belize, El Salvador, Guatemala, 
Honduras, and México continue to the present and 
several of these cultural inventions and traits have 
spread throughout the world. 
 
The Foundation for the Advancement of Mesoamerican 
Studies, Inc. (FAMSI) was created in 1993 to promote 
increased understanding of these ancient Mesoamerican 
cultures. To accomplish this goal, the Foundation 
provides online Research Materials, and Research 
Grants. 
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RESEARCH  MATERIALS 
 

The Research Materials available on the Foundation’s 
website are continually expanding. Some of the archives 
we currently provide are listed here: 

 
♦ Reports about Projects and Archaeological Sites, 

from hundreds of FAMSI grantees. 
 
♦ An Introduction to Mesoamerica, with illustrations 

and descriptions of Maya, Mixtec and Aztec 
cultures. 

 
♦ Bibliografía Mesoamericana, lists publication 

information for more than 75,000 titles, coordinated 
by Dr. John Weeks. 

 
♦ Maya Hieroglyph Dictionary, by Dr. Peter Mathews, 

with Péter Bíró.  
 
♦ Justin and Barbara Kerr Databases, with Justin’s 

photographs of ancient ceramics and artifacts. 
 
♦ Dr. Linda Schele’s Drawings, of ancient Maya 

monuments, many from the site of Palenque. 
 
♦ Piedras Negras, A Photographic Archive, of the 

Project 1997-2000, by Dr. Stephen Houston et al. 
 
♦ History of the Maya Codices, by Randa Marhenke. 
 
♦ Graz Codices, courtesy of Akademische Druck – u. 

Verlagsanstalt – Graz, Austria. 
 

♦ Zapotec Writing, of ancient Oaxaca by Dr. Javier 
Urcid.  

 
♦ Oxtotitlán Cave Drawings, by Dr. David Grove. 
 
♦ West México, by Dr. Eduardo Williams. 
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RESEARCH  GRANTS 
              

The Foundation aims to assist qualified students and 
professionals whose research projects promise 
significant contributions to contemporary knowledge of 
the ancient Mesoamerican cultures of México, Belize, 
Guatemala, Honduras, and El Salvador.   
 
FAMSI supports projects in the disciplines of 
Anthropology, Archaeology, Art History and Linguistics. 
The Foundation encourages interdisciplinary projects, 
especially those which combine disciplines in novel and 
potentially productive ways.  We also encourage 
international pairings of Principal Investigators. 
 
At present, FAMSI is especially eager to receive 
proposals to analyze previously excavated materials now 
housed in museum collections.  Art History scholars are 
strongly encouraged to apply. 
 
The Foundation Grants are awarded to the most capable 
scholars regardless of degree level. Other qualifications 
being equal, preference is given to candidates whose 
investigations are unlikely to proceed without assistance 
from our Foundation and whose projects have not had 
extensive financial support.   
 
The Foundation provides two types of grant support, 
described in Section A, page 5 (General Research 
Grants and Contingency Grants).  
 
 With recommendations from the FAMSI Advisory Board, 
the selection of Foundation Grantees is the responsibility 
of the FAMSI Board of Directors, which establishes the 
procedures of the Grants Department  and the criteria for 
selection of Grantees. 
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A.  TYPES OF GRANT SUPPORT 
 

  General Research Grants 
 

General Research Grants support a wide variety of 
projects where financial needs range from $500 but do 
not usually exceed $10,000.  
 
These grants are payable in U.S. dollars, made available 
in up to three installments. Dates of installments vary 
according to the project's specific circumstances, but 
initial disbursements normally occur within ninety (90) 
days from the date of an applicant's approval by the 
Board of Directors.  Typically, approval notices are sent 
by the end of December. 
 
Candidates wanting Subvention Funding must contact the   
Director prior to submitting an application. 
 

  Annual application deadline is September 15th.  
 

Contingency Grants 
 
One of the Foundation's goals is to provide emergency 
funds for unforeseen situations encountered during initial 
research, secondary analysis, and/or the final 
dissemination of findings.  
 
Contingency Grants are for small, unspecified amounts to 
be determined by the FAMSI Board of Directors according 
to the applicant's specific needs and circumstances.  
 
Because of the emergency nature of Contingency Grants, 
applications are accepted at any time. However, 
Contingency Grants are only awarded when funds are 
available. Please contact the Director to check the 
availability of funds prior to submitting a Contingency 
Grant Proposal.   
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B.  NOTES ABOUT GRANTS 
 

 Acceptance of a grant by an applicant constitutes an 
agreement between the grantee and FAMSI. Thus 
grantees must comply with FAMSI's stated expectations, 
and barring unforeseen emergencies, the grantee must 
meet all deadlines as proposed and agreed.  
 
To the extent that a grantee does not complete the 
project and/or does not comply with all stated agreements 
(see Form 3—Statement of Agreement), the grantee will 
be required to return grant monies to the Foundation and 
shall be permanently ineligible for future grant monies 
from FAMSI. 
 
The Foundation does not deduct income tax from any 
grants, which may be taxable in the hands of the 
recipient.  
 
The Foundation Grants described herein adhere to the 
Internal Revenue Services Publication #578 which 
provides that grants must be awarded on an objective and 
nondiscriminatory basis, and to Civil Rights Acts providing 
that no person may, on the grounds of race, sex, color, or 
national origin, be excluded from participating in, be 
denied benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination under 
programs of Private Foundations. 
 
FAMSI does NOT provide funds for equipment 
purchases, salaries, stipends or honoraria. FAMSI funds 
cannot be used for institutional overhead charges.  

 
Grantees who have received funds from the Foundation 
are eligible to reapply for additional grants, although it 
should be  understood that new applicants may be given 
greater priority.  Members of the Foundation Board of 
Directors, the Advisory  Board, and their lineage 
descendants are ineligible for grants. 
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C.  GRANTEE SELECTION PROCEDURE 
 

Selection of grantees is made by a committee of the 
FAMSI Board of Directors with assistance from the 
Advisory Board. This committee consists of specialists in 
a variety of disciplines. The Committee reviews all eligible 
applications and meets to select grantees. This evaluation 
process inc ludes special attention to the 
recommendations made by those committee members 
who are particularly proficient in the subject or the 
discipline of a grant proposal. 
 
The Committee is concerned with the applicant's 
professional and/or academic qualifications, and with the 
estimated extent to which the candidate and project may 
help to achieve the Foundation's goal to advance 
understanding of ancient (PreColumbian) Mesoamerican 
cultures. Two major criteria for selection are: 1) to what 
extent will a project provide new  information, and 2) to 
what extent will the project proceed without  a FAMSI 
grant. 
           
The Grant Selection Committee is interested in the 
relative ability of the grant applicant to organize and 
complete a research project, as well as the feasibility of 
the applicant's plans for distribution and publication of 
their research results and report(s). 
 
The ratio between the number of awards granted to 
scholars of given disciplines, geographical areas, and 
modern countries varies according to the suitability of the 
project, the applicant's professional and/or academic 
qualifications, and his or her ability to carry out the 
project. Of course, this ratio also varies according to the 
nature of the proposals the Foundation  receives.   
 
The Committee is eager to support projects aimed at 
syntheses of previously excavated or encountered 
cultural materials. 
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D.  GRANT APPLICATION - INSTRUCTIONS 
 

Applicants may obtain Application Brochures via written 
request, fax to the Foundation, or by downloading a copy 
from our website at:   
 

http://www.famsi.org/grants/brochure/English_Brochure.pdf 
 

Please send two completed copies of all required forms 
(unbound and without staples) to FAMSI at the address 
below by September 15th.  You will receive notification 
once your application has been received.   
 
Late applications will NOT be processed.  

 
                        FAMSI – Jessica Costa 
                        Assistant to the Executive Director  
                        268 S. Suncoast  Blvd.  
                        Crystal River, FL   34429  U.S.A. 
 

 Completed grant applications must include: 
   
  Form  1         Application Cover Sheet 
  Form  2         List of Your Three References 
  Form  3         Statement of Agreement 
  Form  4         Short Abstract in English and in Spanish 
  Form  5         Statement of Proposed Study  
  Form  6         Project Budget  in English and in Spanish 
  Form  7         Curriculum Vitae 
  Plus…           Letters from Three References  
 
Incomplete applications will not be processed. 

 
Please keep a copy of your proposal for your records, as 
forms sent to the Foundation will not be returned.  
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E.  APPLICATION FORMS  
 

Forms  1-3: 
 

Forms 1-3 are included in the Grant Application Brochure 
(remove from the center of the brochure).   
 

Forms  4-7: 
 
Forms 4-7 are to be generated by the applicant as out-
lined below and on pages 10 and 11.  

 
♦ All budgets must be in U.S. dollars, in English and 

Spanish.   
 

♦ Abstracts must be sent in both English and Spanish. 
 

♦ All other grant application forms may be completed 
in English or Spanish. 

 
 

Form  4:  Short Abstract  
 

The abstract must be completed in English and Spanish. 
           
The project Abstract is a summary of the project and 
should not exceed 125 words. This abstract should out-
line the significance of the project, its expected duration 
to completion, the research design, and the anticipated 
results of the project.   
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Form  5:  Statement of Proposed Study 
              

Limit your Statement of Proposed Study to 2,000 words.  
Include bibliographic references only when cited in your 
proposal. Do not include appendices.  
  
To become a successful candidate your proposal must: 

 
♦ explain the reasons why FAMSI funds are necessary to 

complete your project.  
 

♦ explain the reasons your project has a strong probability 
of contributing a significant advance in the current under-
standing of ancient Mesoamerican culture. 

 
♦ include very specific objectives of your project. 
 
♦ explain your methodological approach, the procedures 

involved, and the reasons for their selection over others. 
 
♦ show your understanding of the variables involved in your 

data collection, and how you will check for validity and sta-
tistical implication in your data analyses.   

 
♦ describe the time frame for your project, and your plans 

for the distribution of your findings: presentations and pub-
lications. 

 
♦ include copies of required permission letters from appro-

priate authorities. 
 

Form  6:  Project Budget  
 

The budget must be completed in English and Spanish. 
          
The Project Budget should provide a detailed listing of  
your project’s expenses to be covered by the FAMSI 
grant. Use Budget Categories and itemize costs within 
each category. Budget requests must be for U.S. dollars. 
FAMSI funds cannot be used for institutional overhead 
charges, salaries, stipends, or the purchase of 
equipment.  
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Form  7:  Curriculum Vitae 
 

All pages should be typed, in English or Spanish. Please 
limit the length to ten (10) pages.  
 

Letters of Reference: 
 

Three (3) references are required.  A signed and sealed 
letter is required from each reference. These confidential 
letters may be sent directly to the Foundation or included 
with the grant application package.  All letters  must be 
received by September 15th.   

 
  Letters must address the following issues: 

 
♦ the overall quality of the project design, with consid-

eration of the feasibility of attaining the stated objec-
tives, and the suitability of the methodological ap-
proach aimed at achieving the stated goals. 

 
♦ the applicant’s professional capabilities and your 

evaluation of the applicant  in terms of: 
 
                    - knowledge level for specified project 
                    - ability to plan and carry out valued research  

             - motivation and seriousness of purpose 
             - self-reliance and independence 
             - foreign language competence 

 
♦ a general ranking of the candidate to facilitate fair-

ness and efficiency in evaluating the application. 
Referees are requested to choose from the follow-
ing terms: exceptional, very good, average, fair, not 
recommended.   
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F.   DISSEMINATION OF RESEARCH FINDINGS 
The information included in this section is provided as a 
general reference only, and will only apply to those whose 
projects are awarded funding from the Foundation.  
Should your project be awarded funding the lastest ver-
sion of the Report Submission Guidelines will be included 
with our announcement.  You can also view these guide-
lines for your reference from the Foundation’s website at: 

http://research.famsi.org/grants/index.php 

You may also download a .pdf version of this document  
to save or print from the Foundation‘s website at:  

 

http://www.famsi.org/grants/ReportSubmissionGuide_English.pdf 
 

REPORT GUIDELINES AND SUBMISSION FORMAT 

Should your project be awarded funding, FAMSI requires 
Interim and Final Reports that document grantee re-
search projects, copies of which will reside in the FAMSI 
Library. Final Reports will be posted to our website http://
www.famsi.org/ and will be available for study purposes 
and dissemination to scholars and other interested per-
sons.  
Your reports must be written for comprehension by both 
specialists and an educated audience interested in 
Mesoamerican topics. Concise descriptions and clarity of 
expression are expected.    
Report text files must be submitted as a PC formatted Mi-
crosoft Word document (.doc) or an Adobe (.pdf) file.  All 
image files must be publication quality.  Any text on the 
images must be legible.  Photographs, images and/or fig-
ures must be submitted as separate .jpg or .tiff files.  All 
photograph, image and/or figure files should be created in 
a minimum resolution of 300 pixels per inch (ppi).  Please 
contact us at famsi@famsi.org with any formatting uncer-
tainties or questions. 
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FORM #1: APPLICATION PACKAGE - COVER SHEET 
Last: 1. Name: 
First:  

  
Title (check one): 

  
Mrs.  

 
 Mr.  

 
 Ms.  

 
 Dr.  

 
Other:  

 

2. 
 
Degree Program: 

 
N/A  

 
Bachelor’s  

 
Master’s  

 
Doctorate  

 
 Post Doctorate  

  

Is this a Thesis Project?: 
 

Yes  
 

No   
 

  

Institutional Affiliation: 
 

 
3. Contact Information (both sections must be completed): 

Please indicate your PRIMARY contact information by checking the appropriate box.  No Post Office Boxes. 
 

2a.  OFFICE 2b.  HOME 
Street Address:  Street Address:  

Street Address:  Street Address:  

City:  City:  

State/Province:  State/Province:  

Country:  Country:  

Postal 
Code/Zip: 

 Postal 
Code/Zip:

 

 
 
 
 

Phone: 

 

Phone:

 

Fax:  Fax:  

Email:  Email:  
 

4.  Place of Birth: City  Country  
 

5. Citizenship:  
 

6. Other Grants Applied for during the past two years; please indicate Denied, Received or Pending: 
Institution Date US$ Denied Received Pending 

6a.              

6b.            

6c.          

6d.          

6e.          
 

7. Project Title (50 Characters Max): 
 

 
8. Project Culture: Aztec  Mixtec  Olmec  Maya  Zapotec  W. México  Other   

 
9. Project Country: Belize  El Salvador   Guatemala  Honduras  México  Other   

 
10. Primary Discipline: Anthropology   Archaeology  Art History   Linguistics  

 
11. Budget Amount (US$):  
 


